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Past IASTE conferences have called on scholars to consider tradition’s relationship to development, utopia, and most recently, myth. In response, 

scholars have advanced multiple perspectives regarding the construction of traditions in space and place. These discussions necessarily involve 

the dimension of time. Utopia implies the construction of a future ideal, whether religious or philosophical, while myth attempts to discover 

the origins of history, whether in the imagination or in reality. While myth usually invokes an invented past and utopia imagines an alternative 

future, the dimension of time is paramount. Thus, traditions are revealed never to be the static legacy of the past, but rather a project for its 

dynamic reinterpretation in the service of the present and the future. To understand how traditions are tied to notions of time and space, it is thus 

important to consider their subjectivity, authorship, and power. Behind the construction or deconstruction of any tradition also lies the subject, 

whose interests in the present are often hidden. To reveal this process of agency, one may ask: tradition, by whom? 

In examining themes of authorship and subjectivity, this conference will seek to uncover in what manner, for what reason, by whom, to what 

effect, and during what intervals traditions have been deployed with regard to the built environment. Our current period of globalization has led 

to the flexible reinterpretation of traditions via the mass media for reasons of power and profit. A proliferation of environments, for example, 

adopt traditional forms of one place and period in a completely different contextual setting, while new design traditions may privilege image over 

experience. At the same time, the advent of new mobile technologies with the power to compress and distort traditional configurations of space and 

time has allowed for the flourishing of new, empowering practices. Such practices have led to new traditions of urban resistance and uprisings that 

travel fluidly between such diverse locales as São Paolo and Istanbul, Madrid and Cairo, and give voice to certain populations previously excluded. 

Questions of power, the other, and changing configurations of time and space will open up discussions of the ways in which traditional practices 

shape the histories and futures of built environments. 

As in past IASTE conferences, scholars and practitioners from architecture, architectural history, art history, anthropology, archeology, folklore, 

geography, history, planning, sociology, urban studies, and related disciplines are invited to submit papers that address one of the following tracks:

 
POWER AND THE CONSTRUCTION OF TRADITIONS

Questioning ownership and authority of dominant 
traditions deployed in the making of space is an 
essential first step. The historical development of 
any tradition displays patterns of selection that either 
negate or celebrate certain forms and practices. Which 
narratives become privileged in spatial practices 
and to what end? What are the politics of ‘choosing’ 
traditions, manufacturing or creating them? Further, 
what is omitted, negated, or silenced in the interest of 
those in power at any moment? Thus, to understand 
the transmission of traditions between generations, 
it is essential to examine linkages between tradition, 
authority, and power. Papers in this track should 
address traditions that are ‘produced’ and transmitted 
or deployed across time and place. Papers should 
consider spaces and practices that have been created, 
adopted, or invoked by certain social groups and/or 
governments for specific purposes.

PLACE AND THE ANCHORING OF TRADITIONS

In order to examine how traditions are manifest in 
space and time, it is important to consider which 
versions, particularities, or specificities of tradition 
emerge and are subsequently anchored in specific 
places. Understanding where traditions are established 
in built form and practice is equally as important as 
understanding whose traditions are privileged. For 
example, Southeast Asia and other parts of the world 
are witnessing a revival of urban agriculture which will 
no doubt influence the future urban form of our cities. 
How can new settlements incorporate the demands 
of food security and urban agriculture within their 
complex infrastructure and eco-systems? In Track 
II, papers should actively explore hegemonic spatial 
practices and their alternatives that either adopt or 
challenge and contest standard configurations of power 
and authority. For example, how have disadvantaged 
groups left out of dominant spatial traditions created 
their own traditions? How are such these spatial 
practices transmitted? And how do they subvert 
established norms, allowing new voices to enter and 
gain legitimacy? Papers in this track should explore 
how traditions are anchored in place.

MOBILITY AND THE REIMAGINATION OF TRADITIONS 

In a rapidly changing postglobal world, traditions cease 
to be fixed or attached to given places for very long. 
The mobile nature of contemporary traditions can 
negate past forms of ownership and authorship that 
assumed a top-down power structure that privileged 
an elite. The celebrations and ways of one culture may 
be popularized through adoption by others. In many 
cases, this results in commodification and a loss 
of original referents. In others, a tradition common 
to neighboring geographies and communities may 
be strategically claimed by a distinct subaltern or 
minority group for political purposes. Technologies of 
reproducibility, such as photography, radio, film, TV, 
and advertising, have undermined the placed-based 
nature of traditions, allowing flexible interpretations 
as well as the creation of new meanings. In fact, the 
mass media have created their own traditions. The 
advent of the internet and wireless media has further 
facilitated new interpretations of traditions, with 
flexible temporalities and places. Papers in this track 
should consider the emergence and establishment 
of new mobile traditions and their possibility for both 
disruption and foreclosure.

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
STUDY OF TRADITIONAL ENVIRONMENTS

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

Please refer to our website http://iaste.berkeley.edu/ for 
detailed instructions on abstract submissions. A one-page 
abstract of 500 words and a one page CV are required. For 
further inquiries, please email the IASTE Coordinator at 
iaste@berkeley.edu.

Proposals for complete panels of four to five papers are also 
welcome. Please indicate the track in which the panel fits. 
Panel submissions must include an overall abstract as well 
as abstracts and CVs from all proposed speakers. IASTE 
may accept the panel as a whole or only accept individual 
abstracts and place them in appropriate tracks.

All papers must be written and presented in English. 
Following a blind peer-review process, papers may be 
accepted for presentation at the conference and/or for 
publication in the IASTE Working Paper Series.

Contributors whose abstracts are accepted must preregister 
for the conference, pay the registration fee of $425 (which 
includes a special discounted IASTE membership), and 
prepare a full-length paper of 20–25 double-spaced 
pages. Registered students may qualify for a reduced 
registration fee of $225 (which includes a special discounted 
IASTE membership). All participants must be IASTE 
members. Please note that expenses associated with hotel 
accommodations, travel, and additional excursions are not 
covered by the registration fee and must be paid directly 
to the hotel or designated travel agent. The registration 
fee covers the conference program, conference abstracts, 
and access to all conference activities, receptions, keynote 
panels, and a walking tour.

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

February 17, 2014	 Deadline for abstract submission

May 5, 2014	 Acceptance letter for abstracts/
conference poster 

July 14, 2014	 Deadline for pre-registration and 
receipt of papers for possible 
registration in the Working Paper 
Series 

October 6, 2014	 Notification of acceptance in 
Working Paper Series

December 14–17, 2014	 Conference program

December 18–19, 2014	 Post-Conference Tours

CONFERENCE ORGANIZING COMMITTEE

Nezar AlSayyad, IASTE President, University of California, 
Berkeley

Mark Gillem, IASTE Director and Conference Chair, 
University of Oregon

Rahinah Ibrahim, Local Conference Director, Dean, Faculty 
of Design & Architecture, Universiti Putra Malaysia

Priscilla Minaise, IASTE Coordinator, University of 
California, Berkeley

Tomi Laine Clark, IASTE Coordinator, University of 
California, Berkeley

Azmariana Azman, Local Conference Coordinator, Universiti 
Putra Malaysia

CONFERENCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Heba Farouk Ahmed, Cairo University

Howayda Al-Harithy, American University of Beirut

Sophie Gonick, University of California, Berkeley

Hesham Khairy Issa, Cairo University

Duanfang Lu, University of Sydney

Sylvia Nam, University of California, Riverside

Mrinalini Rajagopalan, University of Pittsburgh

Ipek Tureli, McGill University

Montira Horayangura Unakul, UNESCO (Bangkok, Thailand)

LOCAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Norsidah Ujang, Marek Kozlowski, Kamariah Dola, 
Faziawati Abdul Aziz, Nangkula Utaberta

CONFERENCE SUPPORTERS

Universiti Putra Malaysia, Malaysian Tourism Promotion 
Board, Ministry of Education Malaysia, Perbadanan 
Putrajaya

CONFERENCE SITE AND ACCOMMODATIONS

The IASTE 2014 Conference will be held in the Serdang 
Campus of Universiti Putra Malaysia at the Faculty of Design 
and Architecture. Food will be catered and provided to 
participants during the conference duration.

A special IASTE rate has been arranged at the Mines 
Wellness Hotel http://www.mineswellnesshotel.com.my

CONFERENCE TRIPS

Participants can also opt for several tours, including two 
post-conference trips and one half-day trip as follows: 
Putrajaya (half day), Kuala Lumpur and Melaka (one day), 
and Borneo Tropical Forest Excursion (two days). 

INQUIRIES

Please use the following information when making inquiries 
regarding the conference.

Mailing address:

IASTE 2014 
Center for Environmental Design Research 
390 Wurster Hall #1839, University of California 
Berkeley, CA 94720-1839 

tel: 510.642.6801 | fax: 510.643.5571 | iaste@berkeley.edu 
http://iaste.berkeley.edu
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