In contemporary contexts of globalization, political conflict, and dynamic social and cultural
change, legitimacy is often invoked, questioned, or challenged by various actors to achieve
certain ends. This conference seeks to ask: What role does tradition play in legitimating
practices that produce place-based or placeless built environments?

Legitimacy can be defined as the recognition and acceptance of someone or something as
valid and proper; it can be established through accordance with established rules and stan-
dards, principles of reasoning and logic, or the status of being lawful.

In the context of tradition, who legitimates (or de-legitimates)? What are their reasons for
doing so? In the context of the built environment, what gets saved, why, and for what pur-
pose? Conversely, what is erased or left in a state of decay as a result of the legitimating of
historic references? And what do these processes of dominant and counter narrative mean
for present and future environments? These are some of the questions that this conference
will address in its three different tracks: Building Legitimacy Through Tradition; Legitimiz-
ing Tradition; Tradition and the Ethics of Practice.

Nezar AlSayyad, IASTE President, Conference Chair, University of California, Berkeley
Mark Gillem, IASTE Director and Conference Co-Director, University of Oregon

Omar Khattab, Local Conference Director, Kuwait University

Mohammad AlJassar, Local Conference Coordinator and Administrator, Kuwait University
Asseel Al-Ragam, Local Scientific Committee Coordinator, Kuwait University

Victoria Duong, IASTE and Conference Coordinator, University of California, Berkeley

Adel Alsaffar, Sponsorship Coordinator, Kuwait University

Hussain Dashti, Logistics Coordinator, Kuwait University

Lidia Janakievska, Local Consultant, Kuwait

Mohammed Al-Ajmi, Local Advisory Committee, Kuwait University
Jawaher Al-Bader, Local Advisory Committee, Kuwait University
Lamis Behbehani, Local Advisory Committee, Kuwait University
Faisal Al-Nakib, Media/Graphics Coordinator, Kuwait University

Heba Farouk Ahmed, Cairo University

Howayda Al-Harithy, American University of Beirut

Shaikhah Almubaraki, University of California, Berkeley
Sandra Al-Saleh, Kuwait

Asseel Al-Ragam, Kuwait University

Ricardo Camacho, Kuwait

Cecilia Chu, University of Hong Kong

Roberto Fabbri, DALUNDP, Kuwait

Hesham Khairy Issa, Cairo University

Chee-Kien Lai, Singapore University of Technology and Design
Mrinalini Rajagopalan, University of Pittsburgh

Ipek Tureli, McGill University

Montira Horayangura Unakul, UNESCO Bangkok, Thailand
Giovanna Potesta, Reviewer, Rochester Institute of Technology

KUWAIT UNIVERSITY, College of Architecture, Dept. of Architecture

Kuwait University - College of Architecture
SSH-International Consultants

KFAS -Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement of Science
DAI - Dar al-Athar al-Islamiyyah

Please refer to our website (http://iaste.berkeley.edu) for instructions on how to register
for the conference. One IASTE individual membership for 2016-2017 is included with your
registration.

Before July 1 After July 1

Early registration Late registration
Regular $450 $550
Student or spouse $250 $300

These fees include entrance to all conference sessions and plenary sessions, the registration
packet with conference preliminaries and program, all conference receptions, and alocal bus
and walking tour of Kuwait City. All conference presenters must register in order to
participate in the conference and be included in the final program.

Marina Hotel, Kuwait

The conference will be held at the Marina Hotel Kuwait, an award winning, 5-star property that
has an ideal location in the vibrant and up-market shopping district of Kuwait near Marina
Crescent. With its magnificent seaside location and private beach, this prestigious
multi-facility complex offers a unique experience, luxury stay and functional amenities. IASTE
conference participants are offered a special rate of 60 KD per night (inclusive of all taxes
and breakfast), which is available at a first-come, first-serve basis. To obtain special room
rates, reservations should be made through email to the Hotel directly at
marinasales@marinahotel.com/ reservations@marinahotel.com with “For IASTE 2016
Kuwait Conference” in the subject line. More information on Marina Hotel at www.marinaho-
tel.com.

Hotel Ibis Kuwait, Salmiya

The Hotel Ibis Kuwait is a more economical option for conference participants. It is a polished
hotel that overlooks the Gulf, and is a 5-10 minute walking distance from the conference site.
IASTE conference participants are offered a special rate of 35 KD per night (breakfast not
included), which is available at a first-come, first-serve basis. Please refer to our website
(http://iaste.berkeley.edu/conferences/2016-conference) for instructions on reserving
rooms at the special rate.

Failaka Island December 21, 2016: one day trip

Following the conference, an optional one-day trip will be offered for an additional fee. The
trip will begin with a 20-minute ferry ride to Falaika Island. Buses will then take participants to
unigue archeological sites of Kuwait, including the Open Museum of Bronze and Hellenistic
Ages sites, which are restricted to the general public. The tour will continue to the Heritage
Village resort area for a buffet lunch, museum, photos and relaxation at the beach. The fee,
inclusive of transportation and lunch, is 22KD. Participants can sign up for the trip at the
conference on the first day, but please indicate interest at the time of registration online.

A visais required to enter Kuwait for many nationalities, and visa guidelines vary depending
on country of origin. Travelers from some countries will be given a visa upon arrival to Kuwait
International Airport, while travelers from other countries will need to obtain a visa before
leaving their home country. If you are a traveler from a country that requires advance visa
approval, it is recommended to have the application submitted to the Kuwaiti consulate in
your country two (2) months before date of departure. Please consult your local consulate
and visit the website for guidance: https://www.dgca.gov.kw/en/travellers/
traveller-information/arrival-procedures/visa-services

For participants who require assistance with the visa application, please send a copy of your
passport via email to IASTE (iaste@berkeley.edu) by July st. Regardless of your country
origin, your passport must be valid for six (6) months after the scheduled date of departure
from Kuwait.

We encourage participants to book the Meet and Assist service with the National Aviation
Services (NAS) Kuwait to ease your journey through Kuwait airport. Service includes assis-
tance with visa checkpoints and baggage reclaim. IASTE conference attendees are offered
a discounted rate of 7 KD per passenger.

Every year, the Jeffrey Cook award is given to two presenters at the IASTE conference: the
author of the best paper by a scholar and the author of the best paper by a student. The
winners will each receive an award of $500 USD and, after appropriate review and revision,
their papers will be publishedin 7raditional Dwellings and Settlements Review. Papers should
be concerned with the subject of traditional dwellings and settlements in a manner that
challenges traditional scholarship on the subject and engages spatial analysis from an
interdisciplinary perspective. We strongly encourage all interested participants to indicate
that they would like the Award Committee to evaluate their papers.
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Traditions

Jawaher Al-Bader, Kuwait

Spaces for Reviving Tradition

Lamyaa Shehata, Egypt

Legitimating Living Spaces in the Funeral Courtyards of Cairo’s City of the Dead

Howard Davis and William Hallgren, USA

Post-Industrial Legitimizations

Muhammad Rifgi, Indonesia

Spatializing Cultural Logic for Legitimating Cultural Claim: A Case of Huaulu Society of Seram
Island, Indonesia

Jing Zheng, China
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TRADITION & THE ETHICS OF PRACTICE
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Environment - An Excursus

Marvin Brown, USA

Rosenwald Schools and the Legitimization of African-American Educational Traditions in
Early Twentieth Century American
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Korean Vernacular Dwelling

Sura S. AlSabah, Kuwait
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The Casita Rincon Criollo and the Designation of Traditional Cultural Places: Tradition and the
Ethics of Practice

Azza Amin Sirry, Egypt

Inner City Areas of Old Cities and the Challenges of Urban Development in Egypt
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